
135th Commencement
2026 BACCALAUREATE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2026, 10:00 A.M. 
FROST AMPHITHEATER

To preserve the spirit of this special service, 
please turn off all cell phones, and hold applause until the end.



P R O C E SS I O N A L

MEMBERS OF THE BAY BRASS

W E LCO M E  &  I N V O C AT I O N

THE REV. DR. T. L. STEINWERT
Dean for Religious & Spiritual Life

M O M E N T  O F  S I L E N C E
In Memory of Deceased Students

Buddhist Singing Bowl

RABBI ILANA GOLDHABER-GORDON, PHD
Associate Dean for the Office for Religious & Spiritual Life

KULA PRADIPA DAS
Flourishing and Faith Chaplain Associate

It is our tradition to place flowers on the dais in memory of 
undergraduate students who would have graduated with the Class of 
2026 but died before receiving their degree, and for advanced degree 

candidates who have died since the last Baccalaureate was held.

Undergraduate Students: 
Daniel Aaron Naroditsky, Bachelor’s student in History

Aradshar Chaddar, Undeclared student

Advanced Degree Students: 
Katherine Dakin Carter Brunner, Master’s student in Liberal Arts

Tomohisa Yoda, PhD student in Applied Physics
Kyungtae Park, PhD student in Political Science

Pengli Wang, PhD student in Chemical Engineering



P O E T I C  R E F L E CT I O N
Kindness

By Naomi Shihab Nye

RISHI JAIN
Management Science and Engineering, ’26

YARA ELIAN
International Relations, ’26

MATTHEW GUCK
Design, ’26

MUSICAL REFLECTION
Wanting Memories

By Ysaye Maria Barnwell

STANFORD TALISMAN

Wanting Memories, first performed by Sweet Honey in the 
Rock, is a song about the journey from mourning the loss of a 

loved one to the acceptance and celebration of 
that person’s life and how they impacted our own.

P O E T I C  R E F L E CT I O N
Song of the Open Road, excerpts

By Walt Whitman

GABRIELLE EDELIN
History and Psychology, ’26

PIERRE DAGSI
Design, Physical Manufacturing, ’26

AILI MCGREGOR
Computer Science, ’26



B ACC A L AU R E AT E  A D D R E SS

DR. LERONE A. MARTIN
Martin Luther King, Jr. Centennial Professor in Religious 

Studies and Director of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research 
and Education Institute at Stanford University 

ST U D E N T  A D D R E SS

LAMYA SIKANDAR BUTT
Economics, ’26

A  B L E SS I N G  FO R  O U R  G R A D UAT E S

KULA PRADIPA DAS
Flourishing and Faith Chaplain Associate

RABBI ILANA GOLDHABER-GORDON, PHD
Associate Dean for the Office for Religious & Spiritual Life

D R U M M I N G  B L E SS I N G
Tatsumaki

By Hiroshi Tanaka

STANFORD TAIKO

Tatsumaki means “whirlwind” in Japanese. This energetic song 
evokes a whirlwind through the intense melodies and motions 
of the performers. It succeeds in bringing out both the forceful 
and beautiful aspects of nature through powerful and graceful 

movements.

R E C E SS I O N A L
PERFORMED BY MEMBERS OF THE BAY BRASS

Acknowledgments of musical compositions by:

Johann Sebastian Bach, Edward Elgar, Giovanni Gabrieli, Johann Pezel, Samuel Scheidt (and others)



P R O G R A M  N OT E S

WHAT IS BACCALAUREATE? Baccalaureate at Stanford is a 
celebratory gathering for graduating seniors, graduate students and 
professional students, as well as their families and friends. It is a time 
to acknowledge the spiritual contribution to the education of the 
whole person, and it is organized under the auspices of the Office for 
Religious & Spiritual Life.

DR. LERONE A. MARTIN is the Martin Luther King, Jr. Centennial 
Professor in Religious Studies and African and African American 
Studies at Stanford University, where he also serves as Director of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute. As only 
the second faculty director in the Institute’s history, Dr. Martin is the 
Senior Editor of the Martin Luther King Jr. papers project, leading 
the ongoing work of editing and digitizing King’s sermons, speeches, 
correspondence, and unpublished papers, making them accessible 
to scholars and the public worldwide through a searchable online 
database.  Dr. Martin is an award-winning author whose scholarship 
explores the intersections of American religion and politics. His latest 
book, Young King: The Making of Martin Luther King, Jr. (HarperCollins, 
May 2026), chronicles the overlooked adolescence and calling of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., revealing how struggle, mentorship, and 
self-discovery shaped the man before the movement. Dr. Martin’s 
commentary and writing have been featured on NBC’s Today Show, 
CNN, The History Channel, PBS, NPR, and C-SPAN, as well as in The 
New York Times, Boston Globe, and the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He 
served as an advisor on the PBS documentary series Gospel. 

LAMYA SIKANDAR BUTT, ’26,  is a senior from Dubai and Toronto, 
majoring with Honors in Economics and minoring in South Asian 
Studies. Her honors thesis explores the financial case for climate-
resilient schools in Pakistan, bridging her interests in education 
equity, development economics, and finance. On campus, she has 
served four years on the Stanford Women in Business executive board 
and co-organized its largest leadership conference for low-income 
high school students. She also serves as Vice President of Pakistanis 
at Stanford, Resident Assistant at 675 Lomita, Teaching Assistant for 
courses at Stanford Graduate School of Business and the d.school, 
and Financial Officer for Alpha Phi sorority. Outside the classroom, 
she enjoys running the campus loop, exploring Palo Alto’s restaurant 
scene, and FaceTiming her family. After graduation, Lamya will move 
to New York City to join Evercore as an Investment Banking Analyst.



C E R E M O N Y  PA RT I C I PA N TS
OFFICE FOR RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL LIFE

The Rev. Dr. T. L. Steinwert, Dean; Rabbi Ilana Goldhaber-Gordon, PhD, Associate Dean for the 
Office for Religious & Spiritual Life; Kula Pradipa Das, Flourishing and Faith Chaplain Associate; 
The Rev. Glen Davis, Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, Chaplain Affiliate; Fr. Bart Hutcherson, OP, 

Graduate Catholic Student Association, Chaplain Affiliate; Rabbi Jessica Kirschner, Jewish Student 
Association, Chaplain Affiliate; Zen master Rebecca Dawn Nie, Buddhist Community at Stanford, 

Chaplain Affiliate 

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS ON STAGE 
Jonathan Levin, President; Jenny Martinez, Provost; Michelle Bhatia, Chief of Staff to the President; 
Deborah Cullinan, Vice President for the Arts; Patrick Dunkley, Vice Provost for Institutional Equity, 
Access and Community; Shirley J. Everett, Senior Associate Vice Provost for Residential and Dining 

Enterprises; Kenneth E. Goodson, Vice Provost for Graduate Education and Postdoctoral Affairs; 
Anna Grzymala-Busse, Chair, Faculty Senate; James Hamilton, Vice Provost for Undergraduate 

Education; Stephanie Kalfayan, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs; Yvonne “Bonnie” Maldonado, Vice 
Provost for Faculty Advancement; Lloyd B. Minor, Dean of School of Medicine; Megan Pierson, Vice 
President for University Affairs and Secretary of the Board of Trustees; Debra Satz, Dean of School 

of Humanities and Sciences; Dan Schwartz, Dean of Graduate School of Education; Martin Shell, Vice 
President and Chief External Relations Officer; Sarah Soule, Dean of Graduate School of Business; 
Jennifer Widom, Dean of School of Engineering; Howard E. Wolf, Vice President for Alumni Affairs 

and President, Stanford Alumni Association

BACCALAUREATE GUEST SPEAKER
Dr. Lerone A. Martin

STUDENT SPEAKER 
Lamya Sikandar Butt

SENIOR CLASS PRESIDENTS
Pierre Dagsi; Gabrielle Edelin; Yara Elian; Matthew Guck; Rishi Jain; Aili McGregor

STANFORD ASSOCIATED RELIGIONS
Richard D. Hawks, Latter-day Saint Student Association; The Rev. Isaac J. Phillips, Gospel Choir; 

Quenton L. Smith, Gospel Choir; Denise-Margaret Thompson, InterVarsity Graduate Christian 
Fellowship

STANFORD TAIKO
Class of 2026: Grant Lau; Teisha Nishimitsu; Jackson Jeffress Valdez Whitt; Dylan Win; Shinnosuke Yagi

Nathaniel Begay; Lue Fang; Carol Alexandra Herrera Quispe; Kaelan James; Peter Kiernan; Dan 
Kubota; Sophia Mitsuoka; Frederick Nitta; Issa Sadamoto; Mika Semke; Kimberly Shirai; Miggy Silva; 

Yuka Tatsumi; Yuerong Xiao

STANFORD TALISMAN
Class of 2026: Erik Bradley; Varun Shirhatti; Lavanya Sundar

Mauricio Alvarez; Efrain Angon-Cruz; Bo Burkhead Browder; Yarely Duarte Perez; Gabriella Fish; 
Katrina Franco; Allison Hazel Lievano Gomez; Sofía Islas; Omkar Katre; Melanie Luh; Auddithio Nag; 

Alex Ugwonali; Steven Wan; Adam Young

Ashley Celada, ’25; Lara Morello, ’25

MEMBERS OF THE BAY BRASS
Joseph Brown; Jeffrey Budin; Jesse Clevenger; Scott Macomber; Peter Wahrhaftig

MARSHALS 
Chief Undergraduate Baccalaureate Marshal: Michele Rasmussen 

Chief Graduate Baccalaureate Marshal: Ken Hsu

Marshals: Angela Amarillas; Cheryl Brown; Salvatore Cipriano; Bernadette deRafael; Margaret Dyer-
Chamberlain; Marion Gill; Cassandra Horii; James R. Jacobs; Michael Joiner-Hill; Tarin Nothelfer; 

Sydney Osifeso; Rebecca Pernell; Adam Petty; Alex Prasadi; Carolina Reilly; Aniyah Ross; Jenny 
Roxas; Amanda Sharick; Donnovan Somera Yisrae


