
 

 
International Visa & Travel Information Regarding  

Commencement Weekend 
 

The following is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  
Please refer to the U.S. Department of State website for the most up to date information. 

 

Background 
This Information applies to family members outside the United States who hope to attend 

Commencement in-person. If you are a current Stanford international student eligible to graduate and 

your family members are not United States citizens or permanent residents, they will need to apply for a 

tourist visa (B-2), unless they qualify for the visa waiver program.  

 

Those who qualify for the visa waiver program (also known as ESTA) do not need  to apply for a B-2 visa. 

 

B-2 Visa Application Process 
To begin the application process, your family members must find and visit their nearest U.S. Embassy or 

Consulate website.  They should then fill out the visa application form and request an appointment at: 

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/.​
 

Prior to the scheduled appointment, your family members may need to prepare additional documents. 

Some of these documents may include information related to: 

●​ The visitor’s intent to return to their home country  

●​ Proof that each visitor has sufficient financial resources to cover the expenses of their visit to the 
U.S. and their return to the home country, such as a bank statement  

●​ Evidence of the purpose/reason for the trip and its short-term nature (e.g. flight itinerary, 
attending graduation, etc.) 

●​ Proof of student enrollment certification 
●​ Screenshots from websites for specific events (e.g. graduation) showing the date, time, and 

location of said event such as the University's Commencement page. 

For additional information regarding the B-2 visa application process, please visit Stanford’s Bechtel 

International Center’s webpage referencing the B-2 Visa process.  

 

Optional Student Letter: If you are an international student eligible to graduate and you would like to 

provide an optional invitation letter to your family to attend Commencement, please see the B-2 letter 

sample at the bottom of the Bechtel International Center’s webpage.  

 

The U.S. Department of State has confirmed: “Note: Visa applicants must qualify based on their ties 

abroad/to their home country, rather than assurances from U.S. family and friends. A letter of invitation 

or Affidavit of Support is not needed to apply for a visitor visa. If you choose to bring a letter of invitation 

or Affidavit of Support to your interview, please remember it is not one of the factors used in determining 

 
 

https://studentservices.stanford.edu/my-academics/graduation/can-i-walk-commencement
https://bechtel.stanford.edu/navigate-international-life/visas/b-visa
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visa-waiver-program.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/list-of-posts.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/list-of-posts.html
https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/
https://studentservices.stanford.edu/my-academics/request-transcripts-certifications/certifications-and-verifications/how-do-i-request-0
https://bechtel.stanford.edu/navigate-international-life/visas/b-visa
https://bechtel.stanford.edu/navigate-international-life/visas/b-visa
https://studentservices.stanford.edu/my-academics/graduation/can-i-walk-commencement
https://bechtel.stanford.edu/navigate-international-life/visas/b-visa


 

 
International Visa & Travel Information Regarding  

Commencement Weekend 
 

The following is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  
Please refer to the U.S. Department of State website for the most up to date information. 

 
whether to issue or deny the visa.” This and additional information on visa requirements and details can 

be found in the U.S. Department of State website.  

 

University Information 

There are no letters or documents required from Stanford University, its schools or departments related 

to your family/visitor’s B-2 visa application process.  

 

Commencement Information  
For family members and guests who cannot attend the Commencement ceremony it will be available for 
viewing via livestream and recorded and downloaded onto the Commencement website on: 

Sunday, June 14, 2026 at 9:30a.m., Pacific Time.  

The ceremony can be viewed live by visiting: Stanford’s official Commencement website. 

 

Event schedules and general information about Stanford’s Commencement Weekend can also be found 

on the main website.   
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